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NEWS RELEASE
SPANIEL’S NEW SHOW IS ONE FOR THE RECORDS 

A local theatre company and Gloucestershire Archives have collaborated to create an imaginative road show that brings the River Severn’s heritage to life with vibrant storytelling for fun and families.

The ‘Fish, Fykes and Ferries’ road show is an engrossing and funny look at the lives of some local characters who have made their living along the banks or afloat the mighty River Severn in bygone days.

John Bassett, director of the Spaniel in the Works Theatre Company, based in Stroud, has collaborated with John Putley the Education and Outreach Officer for Gloucestershire Archives, to draw out true stories from the past.

“We trawled through the county records in Alvin Street, Gloucester, looking for interesting stories of people connected with the river and created a show created around them,” said John Bassett.

“There are five main characters - a navvy, policeman, photographer, docker and fisherman, and they explore aspects of the river as both a source of life and a powerful force of nature; a place of work and industry, trade and pleasure.

  

“We have a sandbox containing a number of objects relating to the five characters. The kids dig into the sand to find one of the objects and then, in character, I tell the story linked to that object.

“The stories feature ferries on the river, fishing activities, the Severn Bridge Disaster in 1960, the crash of the Britannia aircraft at Littleton in 1957, the building of the Severn Railway Tunnel, and elver fishing.  

 

“Artist, Melanie Russell will be working with the children to create art works inspired by the river, such as decorating and making a fish mobile, and a rocking card ferry boat.” 

 

John Putley added: “The archive segment will use scanned images of maps and documents relating to the river.  

“We’re also offering fun activities for all the family including ‘Severn cargoes’, where we ask children and adults to try and identify various items hidden in bags, which were once all cargoes on the river.  

Every child will also receive a free Roadshow pack containing factsheets and activity ideas to take away with them.  

“Road shows are being held at Tewkesbury Library on 20th June, Lydney Library on 27th June, Stonehouse Community Fete on 25th July and Dean Heritage Centre on 13th August. We are also holding a family fun event at Gloucestershire Archives on 5th August. For further information visit: www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/archives.

“The road shows are Gloucestershire Archives contribution to the Severn Project, an Arts Council funded project led by Gloucestershire County Council that is intended to inspire creativity in communities along the River Severn.”  
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