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JAZZ LEGEND EDDIE PARKER INSPIRES CHILDREN TO MAKE MUSIC FROM THE RIVER
Schoolchildren across Gloucestershire are being given the opportunity to make music with celebrated jazz musician Eddie Parker.

Eddie, who is regarded as one of the world’s finest jazz flautists and is a renowned composer and bandleader in his own right, is teaching children in primary schools to create and record their own music as part of this summer’s Severn Project arts festival.

Five junior schools across the county are contributing to a final work which Eddie will showcase at Lydney Festival on 27th June.

Eddie said: “Each school explores a different theme relating to the river. 
“Blakeney School, who have been rearing salmon, concentrated on ideas around the fish life cycle.

“Severnbanks School in Lydney have two themes, the moon and the tide, and the fate of vessels wrecked in the river – including the story of the ‘Gripfast’, a ship that split in two and was welded back together again.

“St Briavels wrote about the river’s journey from source to ocean and included a gruesome ghost song. 
Two Tewkesbury schools, Ashchurch and Tirlebrook, will be adding their themes, ideas, and songs to the mix. Eddie will create a sound montage of all the children’s work which will be presented at Lydney Festival in late June.

“I go into each school with a few ideas elating to that particular area. I ask the children to think of local phrases and rhyming words and to share their stories about the river,” he said.
“I then get them to go away and write up little poems and then read them back to me. By this time I’m getting an idea for a rhythm for a chorus and the beginning of a melody.

“The next time I come back to the school I have got the melody and am starting to weave the words and melody together into a song.

“Quite often we have to change some of the words to fit the rhythm of the song.

I record acres and acres of tape which obviously has to be edited down.

“When we have recorded songs from all five schools we then start to work on the final song which will probably last about five of six minutes.

“We record it as a sound montage so that there are parts from different schools playing at the same time which echoes how the river’s tributaries come together and the river grows and moves towards the sea.”
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